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ABSTRACT 


The priori ty of EJeutherococcus Max i m. over Acanthopanax (Decne. & Planch.) Wi t te necessitates 
additional transfers of Acanthopanax haoxinensis X.P. Fang et C.K. Hsieh, A. cissifolius (Griff, ex 
Seem.) Harms var. glaher Y.R. Li, A. nanpingensis X.O. Fang et C.K. Hsieh, A. giraldii Harms var. 
pilosulus Rehd. and A. yui H.L. Li var. villas ns Y.R. Li to the genus Eleutherococcus. 


RESUMEN 


La prioridad de Eleutherococcus Maxim, sobre Acanthopcnutx (Decne. & Planch.) Witte necesita 
las transferences adicionales al genero Eleutherococais de Acanthopanax haoxinensis X.P. Fang et 
C.K. Hsieh, A. cissifolius (Griff, ex Seem.) Harms var. glaher Y.R. Li, A nanpingensis X.P., Fang et 
C.K. Hsieh, A. giraldii Harms var pilosulus Rehd. y A. yui H.L. Li var villas us Y.R. Li. 

Key words: Eleutherococais , Acanthopanax , Araliaceae, new combinations 


Acanthopanax was first used as a subgeneric name of Panax L. by Decaisne and 
Planchon (1854). It was later raised by Witte (1861, cf. Philipson 1979) and 
Miquel (1863) to generic rank. Acanthopanax (Decne. & Planch.) Witte and 
Eleutherococais Maximowicz (1859) were recognized by Bentham & Hooker 
(1865), Forbes Sc Hemsley (1888), Nakai (1914), 1924, 1927), Poyarkova 
(1950), etc. as separate genera. However, Harms (1894, 1918) combined both 
genera and recognized Eleutherococcus in sectional rank under the gen us Acanthopanax, 
a treatment that cannot be allowed under the current ICBN. Harms’ treatment 

was followed by Rehder (1940, 1949), Li (1942), and many other floristic 
botanists in China, Japan and southeastern Asia (e.g. Philipson 1979). However, 
Stone (1980) transferred to Eleutherococcus from Acanthopanax the single Malayan 
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species, /\. malayanns Henderson, and affirmed the nomenclatural need for further 
changes of this kind to consolidate the name which has priority. 

The late Hoo & Tseng (1978) accepted Harms’ system (1918) (except sect. 
Kalopanax which was regarded as adistinct genus). They used A cantbopanax as the 
generic name, and noted that that name had been in common use for long periods 
and should be conserved over the earlier synonym Elentberococcns. But they did not 
put forward such a proposal . Nearly all the floristic works as well as publications 
of pharmaceutical botany in China have followed Hoo & Tseng’s treatment. 
1 lowever, Hu (1980) recognized Elentberococcns to be the earlier validly published 
name for Acantbopanax, and transferred many East Asiatic taxa of Acantbopanax 



to Elentberococcn. r. But she overlooked the publications of Hoo & Tseng (lyo 
978), and left quite a lot of taxa in Acantbopanax which were transferred by 
Ohashi in 1987 in a new and revised system of Blent bemoans. Zhang and Liu 
(I 988) published new combinations for four taxa of Chinese Elentberococcns. But 
unfortunately three of their combinations were predated by Ohasi (1987). Since 
the generic name Acantbopanax has never been proposed to conserve against 


Elentberococcns, transfers of taxa from that genus to the latter are necessary. In this 
paper, new combinations are 


published for those taxa still remaining in 


Acantbopanax in the Chinese flora. 

1. Eleutherococcus baoxinensis (X.P. Fang et C.K. Hsieh) Hsu et S.L. Pan, 

comb. nov. Acunthopamixbaoxinensis X.P. Fang et C.K. I Isieli, Bull. Bot. Res. 7(4): 89, 
lig. 2. 1987. 

2. Eleutherococcus cissifolius (Griff, ex Seem.) Nakai var. glaber (Y.R. Li) Hsu 

et S.L. Pan, comb. nov. Autnthoptnntxciss/Jotins (Griff, ex Seem.) Harms var. globa Y.R. 
Li, Acta Bot. Yunnan. 2( I): 1 07. 1 980. 

3- Eleutherococcus nanpingensis (X.P. Fang et C.K. Hsieh) Hsu et S.L. Pan, 

comb. nov. Acitntbopcvuix uai/p/ngemis \.P. Fang et C.K. 1 Isieli, Bull Bot. Res. 7(4):8 7 , 
fig. I. 1987. 




t. Eleutherococcus wilsonii (Harms) Nakai var. pilosulus (Rehd.) Hsu et S.L. 

Pan, comb. nov. Acantbopcnutx^iralilii Harms var. jolos/ih/s Rehd., J. Arnold Arbor. 9:09. 
1928. yjmhiii (Harms) Nakai var. pilosulus (Rehd.) S.Y. Hu, J. Arnold Arbor. 61:109. 
1980. A wilsonii I Firms var. pilosulus (Rehd.) X.P. Fang et C.K. Hsieh, Bull. Bot. Res. 


(0:90. 1987. 


Fang and Hsieh (1987) considered this variety belongs to Acantbopanax 
wilsonii Harms rather than to A. giraldii Harms. The present authors are in 
favor of their suggestion. 

5. Eleutherococcus giraldii (Harms) Nakai var. villosus (Y.R. Li) Hsu et S.L. 

Pan , comb. nov. Komthoparuix yui I LL. Li var. villosus Y.R. Li, FI Yunnan. 2:479. 1979. 

Shang (I 985) considered Acantbopanaxyni Li conspecffic with A. giraldii 
Harms. The present combination is based on Shangs treatment. 
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